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Dedication

This Breed Guide is dedicated to the Egyptian Mau breeders, such as Doris
Morgan (Maipet), Princess Natalie Troubetskoy (Fatima), Jan Wydro (Matiki)
and their cats, GC, NW, BC Maipet Shanadu of Kayzie, Fatima Baba, GC
Matiki’s Better Maustrap, among others, without whose contributions the breed

would not exist.
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History

Although shrouded by the sands of time, the Egyptian Mau is believed to one of the oldest
breeds of domestic cat. Like its cousin the Abyssinian, it is believed to be a direct descendant of
the African wild cat subspecies, Felis Lybica Ocreata which roams the highlands of Ethiopia. It

is believed the ancient Egyptians were the first people to domesticate the cat between 4000 and
2000 B.C.



Characteristics

« Love toys, especially feathers.
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What’s Your Line?

Mau breeders sometimes speak of traditional, Indian, or Egyptian bloodlines or “lines.” The
different lines developed when breeders began importing cats to freshen the bloodlines and to
keep them from becoming too inbred. Eventually different physical traits and some
characteristics began to be associated with the different lines.




Description - General

The Mau is the only naturally occurring domestic breed of spotted cat. It is an active,
colorful cat of medium size. Mau size can be deceiving — many cats that appear large because
they are of the required medium-long body length are well within the medium size of 7to 9
pounds. Thus, the Egyptian Mau standard requires balance to be more important than the cat’s
apparent size. Otherwise, many cats that are well within the size range would be penalized for
appearing to be too big.

Like many wild members of the feline family, Egyptian Maus are dimorphic. From an early
age, the growth rate of male kittens will outpace that of females, and male adults will be larger
than females.

The 1deal Mau has perfect physical condition with an alert appearance and is well
balanced physically and temperamentally. They have fashion model classical beauty not
cheerleader “cuteness.” This is an elegant breed.
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Ears

the length of the head is “medium large”.

The esare are alen renamniraed tn ha hald “alart” and ta he “mnderataly
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has greater swwelmg flexibility and the ability to catch a broader range
of sound than if the ears were placed more on the sides of the head.
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brows inward when they look concerned.

The eyes should slant slightly towards the ears. An obvious slant causes the eyes to appear
oriental. The eye apertures are neither round nor oriental, and either should be penalized.

Miiz7zla

11



Body

The body shape is medium long and graceful, showing well-developed muscular strength.

The Egyptian Mau has an unique, loose skin flap (belly flap) extending from the hind flank to
the hind leg knee. This is a natural adaptation that allows the cat greater reach when jumping
and a longer stride when running. (Note: “Belly flap™ is not “belly flab”. To determine whether
it’s flap or flab, gently grasp the flap. Ifit’s flab, it will be thick. Ifit’s flap, it will be loose.)
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look as if it is on tiptoe when standing upright.
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Coat

The coat is medium in length and long enough to accommodate two or more bands of ticking
in the silver and bronze. In the smoke color, the texture is fine and silky. In the bronze and
silver colors, it is dense and resilient.

# Daoreal strine at hannches which continnes to the tin of the
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Color

Maus come in three colors for exhibition purposes:

« Bronze: A brown agouti or “tabby” coated cat.

« Silver: A brown agouti/tabby cat that has the “inhibitor” gene turned “on” causing the
yellow pigment in the hairs to be white.

« Smoke: A non-agouti or “self-colored” cat that has the “inhibitor” gene turned “on”
creating a silver undercoat. It is the melanistic version of the silver.

AQaiuonally, black IvVIaus OCCUr. 1ney are e melanistic Version or me Dronze. 1ack iviaus
are not eligible for exhibition but are sometimes used in breeding programs.

Smokes have a silver undercoat. Unlike silvers and bronzes, their coats are not ticked but are
“self-colored.” Also unlike silvers and bronzes, their nose leather is black and not brick red.
They have black paw pads. Smoke Maus occasionally have an unique pattern flaw in which one
side of the necklace appears to be a “blotch” or a smudge rather than a definite line.
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Unrecognized Colors and Patterns

In addition to the colors and patterns recognized for show purposes, other Mau colors and
patterns exist.

« Glitter: “Glitter” is not a color but is more of a color effect. It is chiefly seen in the
bronze coat color and gives the coat appearance as if it has been dusted with gold and, in
heavily glittered coats, a “luminescent” sheen. Glitter is caused by a clear layer of bubbles
in the hair shaft which more readily reflect light than normal, unglittered hairs. The
absence or presence of glitter in coat is not considered when evaluating the quality of an
Egyptian Mau’s color (i.e., the standard is indifferent to it) although it may be considered
when evaluating the coat length, because heavily glittered coats can be too short. (The
shorter the coat, the stronger the glittered effect because the hairs refract the light more.)
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Coat Color Genetics

The basic Egyptian Mau coloration is the yellow-brown tabby. Geneticists use the letters “B”
as code for the gene pair that causes the black coloration and “A” as code for the tabby or
“agouti” gene pair. (Capital letters indicate a dominant form of the gene or a gene that is always
expressed when present while lowercase letters indicate a recessive form of the gene which is
always hidden unless two copies of the gene are present in the gene pair.) This basic coloration
is modified by the interaction of the agouti (tabby) gene with another gene called the “inhibitor”
gene, which inhibits the production of the yellow color in the hair shaft turning the hair white.

When a cat has at least one dominant form of the agouti gene (a cat always has at least two
copies of each gene, one it inherited from each parent), signified by an “A”, the cat is either
silver or bronze depending on whether it has a dominant form of the inhibitor gene.

inhibitor gene, signified by an “i”, which means it is a DOMINANT ALLELES
bronze. This is written as “A_i1”) if the other gene of the
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it is a smoke. This is written as “aal_” if the other gene of the inhibitor gene pair is not known.

If it does not have one dominant form of the inhibitor gene it must have two recessive forms
of the gene, which means it is a black. This is always “aaii”.

Egyptian Maus never have the recessive forms of the “B” or brown locus gene, which
cause chocolate and cinnamon coloration. However, Ocicats, another spotted cat breed, may
have these recessive genes.

Blue coloration results from yet a fourth gene called the “density” gene. This gene
modifies the “B” gene and affects the distribution of pigment in each shaft. When the pigment is
“less dense” as in a dilute form the normal black pigment is turned to gray which looks “blue”.
The dominant form, coded as “D”, calls for dense distribution of pigment while the recessive
form “d” causes gray or blue pigmentation.
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Coat Color Inheritance

One of the most important questions to Egyptian Mau breeders — and one of the most
difficult concepts to understand — is why any color when bred to any other color can have kittens
of any color. For example, Siamese breeders know with 100% certainty that a lilac-point bred to
a blue-point will never have seal-point kittens due to the fact that the gene which causes seal-
point coloration is dominant to the lilac- and blue-point genes; thus, a seal-point Siamese must
have at least one seal-point parent.

Mau color inheritance patterns are not as clear-cut because the two genes that cause Mau coat
color, the agouti and inhibitor gene pairs, work independently of one another.

« The silver color is a product of a cat having the dominant form of both the agouti and
inhibitor genes.

« The black color is a product of a cat having the recessive form of both of the agouti and
inhibitor genes.

« The smoke and bronze colors are caused by a cat having a dominant form of one of the
pairs (e.g., dominant form of the agouti gene in the bronze) and a recessive form of the
other gene pair (e.g., the recessive form of the agouti gene in the smoke). Thus, when
these gene pairs are combined. thev can create the dominant form. i.e.. silver.
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Health
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Development

Although kitten quality (i.e., pet v. show) can sometimes be determined at birth, kitten color
and pattern often improves as the kitten ages.

Many silvers are born with tarnish along their backs. This generally fades as the kittens age
and some silvers that are quite tarnished at birth end up as “clean” (no tarnish) when they are
adults.
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Bronzes may be born “cold” (with a grayish or whitish tone to their coats) but become
“warmer” (the gray/white fades) as they grow older.

The undercoat on smokes tends to become better as the cat ages and the coat grows longer.
Good smokes can often by identified at birth by the presence of a white rim around the eye. The
white rim shows that the undercoat is already apparent.

lewborn smoke kitten with white rim ar pe. .y . .
Newborn smoke kitten with white rim around eye Same smoke at six months with excellent contrast.

In all colors, the pattern tends to improve with age: the spots will become more distinct as the
pattern spreads out over the growing body, and markings that once seemed to run together as
stripes will break up into well-defined spots.

FTUie NUVEr Kien. O KIEEETT O ail danies Wi mucn improved conirast.
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Handling

Here are few tips for exhibiting your Egyptian Mau:
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“Look-alike” Breed: the Ocicat

Unlike Egyptian Maus, which are a natural breed that still may be found today in feral cat
populations in the Middle East, Ocicats are a manmade breed developed by crossing Siamese &
Abyssinians. As a manmade breed, the Qcicat has uniformity in its pattern and the shape of its
markings, while the Egyptian Mau, a natural breed, has randomness and variance in its
pattern and markings.

The Egyptian Mau and the Ocicat coat colors both include the brown-spotted tabby (called
“bronze” in the Mau and “tawny” in the Ocicat). However, the Egyptian Mau includes the
non-agouti colors or smoke and black while Qcicats must always be agouti. In contrast, the
Ocicat allows dilute colors such as blue and variations of the basic brown-spotted tabby such
as chocolate and cinnamon while the Egyptian Mau does not.

Ocicats differ from Maus in body style as well as in pattern and color. Ocicats tend to be
heavier boned with broader heads than Egyptian Maus. Breeders of the two breeds frequently
say that Ocicats are supposed to resemble jaguars while Maus are more like cheetahs.

Breed Body Head
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